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When,  in  1909,  the  Cataloguing  department  of  the  Toronto  Public 
Library  undertook  the  work  of  recataloguing  the  Reference  Library  of 
85,000  volumes,  it  was  found  that  for  a  Library  which  contained  one  of 
the  largest  collections  of  early  Canadian  works  in  existence,  the  treat- 
ment of  Canada  in  the  Dewey  classification,  edition  1891,  was  sadly 
inadequate,  where  it  was  not  historically  and  geographically  out  of  date. 
Following  the  procedure  of  Mr.  Dewey,  this  department  expanded  the 
system,  and  after  a  trial  sent  it  to  Mr.  Dewey  with  the  statement  of  why 
and  how  it  was  done.  When  the  new  edition  appeared  a  year  later,  and 
Canada  remained  as  it  had  been  in  189 1,  we  printed  our  plan  and  sent 
proof  sheets  to  those  whom  we  thought  might  be  interested.  And  now, 
having  received  their  criticisms,  we  are  adopting  the  expansion  as  out- 
lined in  this  pamphlet. 

George  H.  Locke, 

Chief  Librarian. 


Toronto,  January,  19 12. 
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